Family/Child’s Name: First time Mum with new baby. Mother living currently with her mother (MGM)

 

Worker: Lori



Date: 8 September 2009


Signs of Safety Assessment and Planning Form


DANGER
















SAFETY

	Dangers/What are we Worried About?

List all aspects that demonstrate likelihood of maltreatment (past, present or future).

Harm Statements  No harm or neglect in 30 days  
Danger Statements  Health Nurse is probably worried (and Lori is worried) that mom will have problems knowing when to feed the baby, how often, and how much and if the baby doesn’t get fed enough the baby would not have enough water and could become sick.  

HN is probably also worried (and Lori is worried) that If the baby becomes sick mom might not know what to do and she won’t get the baby to the doctor quickly enough.  

​
	Strengths/What’s Working Well?

List all aspects that indicate safety (exceptions, strengths and resources, goals, willingness etc.)

MGM takes charge of situations. Lori went to the home last Monday.  Worries about baby.  She phoned the doctor and drove her daughter and the baby to the doctor.  

Doctor confirms the baby has progressively gained weight.

MGM directs Mom to feed the baby.  She buys formula.  Drives Mom to Dr. appointments.  

Mom is feeding the baby, attending Dr. appointments.  

Like that mom is doing the best she can with what she has got.  Mom is friendly.  Mom is willing to do what ever it takes for the baby.  She calls Lori regularly.  She went to the Dr.   Public Health nurse suggested a journal and mom said she would do it.  Mom has remained at MGM’s even though she wanted to go home.    

Mom agreed to sign the consents for Lori to talk to Mom’s doctor and social worker.




COMPLICATING FACTORS  
Lori says Mom and MGM don’t see any concerns.  

There are concerns about Mom’s cognitive abilities limitations.  Mom appeared uncomfortable with the baby, she wouldn’t hold or feed the baby unless MGM says.  Mom couldn’t say when the last time the baby was fed or how often she was feeding the baby.  Mom didn’t know how much the baby weighed when the baby was born.   

PH nurse didn’t sleep one night because of worries for this baby.  
- 

Safety and Other Scales

Safety Scale: Given the danger and safety information, rate the situation on a scale of 0 – 10, where 0 means mums care of the kids is good enough and 0 means its so bad child protection needs to take the kids into care.  

Where 10 is mom can meet the baby’s needs, feeding, caring, watering and everything and 0 is she really cares but just isn’t able to do it on her own and you need to remove the child from her care, where would mom rate her ability?  
Lori thinks mom would say 10   

With this scale asked carefully of Grandma, saying something like you have raised heaps of children and know the business and you know your daughter, and you’ve done heaps of stuff already to help your daughter, so granma where 10 is you think your daughter can do it all on her own no problems, 0 is she loves the baby, you can see that, no problem, but in your heart if you’re honest with yourself you know she can’t do it one her own, from Grandma’s if she could speak honestly from her heart what do you think Grandma would say?  
Lori thinks GM would say 10    
Lori’s safety scale (asked after just having done the strengths): 10 is you can close the case and move on to the other work and 0 is it is so dangerous you need to take the baby and will be ringing Hamilton this afternoon to get the kid out where would you rate it?  5 (after a long pause and eye switching so Andrew split the scales)   If mom plus MGM makes a commitment to stay at maternal grandmother’s where would you rate mom’s capacity to raise and care for the child? Lori thinks 8    
If mom is on you own where would you rate it? Lori thinks 2  
On a scale of 0-10 where 10 is, mom, you don’t like having Lori here but she is pretty good and I think I can work with her, 0 is I hate her involvement, don’t trust her, where would mom rate you from that 0 to that 10.  What would she say she most likes about you?  I discussed my role, not there to remove child, being honest with them.  Mom, Lori could have really pushed things during that first visit, but she allowed you to think about it and make up your own mind, do you think that made a difference for you?

If I was to say to the doc, 0-10 when the baby was born, 0 is it was so underweight it is in special care nursery and not going home, 10 is the baby is fine so you could send the baby home no worries, where would the doctor have rated it the day the baby was born?  Lori thinks 8/10.  PH nurse from what you know about when the baby was first born where 10 is on worries and 0 is so worried get the baby out, where would the PH nurse rate?  Lori thinks 6/10.  Where would PH nurse rate at day 30?   Lori thinks 8/10.

On a scale of 0-10 where 10 is you have what you want now and 0 is this is a complete waste of time, be honest if it is a 0 it is a 0 where do you rate it?  Lori finds it to be 7-8/10  What is most helpful.  Realized there is a great deal more to the whole picture that can be looked at. Was very anxious to start, but anxiety has decreased a lot.  Can see more clearly that the baby is probably safer than I thought.  Seeing all the safety stuff in place has reduced anxiety.  
Context Scale: Rate this case on a scale of 0 – 10, where 10 means this is not a situation where any action would be taken and 0 means this

 is the worse case of child abuse/neglect that the agency has seen. 











What Needs to Happen?

Agency Goals What will the agency need to see occur to be willing to close the case?
What will make this consult useful to Lori?   Plan that reduces the risk of danger or have worked with mom to reduce risk of harm.  What will help you move forward with this case?  Lori would like more ideas like the scaling questions that she can use next week. 

Family Goals What does the family want generally and regarding safety?

Next Steps  What would indicate to the agency that some small progress had been made?
Lori will talk to PH nurse about mom’s limitations










Adapted from Turnell A. & Edwards S. (1999). Signs of Safety: A solution and safety oriented approach to child protection case work. WW Norton, New York


