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DANGER
















SAFETY

	Dangers/What are we Worried About?

List all aspects that demonstrate likelihood of maltreatment (past, present or future).

• social worker says boy is fighting (violent) / hitting other kids so that sometime they are cut and bleeding this has happened 4 or 5 times between October and July 

• boy is not co-operating in groups, class – not obeying or listening 

• boy has witnessed a lot of fighting between father and mother (for example father hitting mother and attacking mom with a broken glass in her face causing cuts and stitches to face)

Tycho thinks it’s been going on for years, at it’s worst the fighting is happening every day 

Father not yet able to do something about outbursts

CPS, Doctors X and Y and Guardian are worried that Bart, Lisa or future children will become seriously sick and/or not develop properly because Marg doesn’t give them food or medicines they need or gives something to the children that makes them ill.

CPS, Doctors X and Y and Guardian are worried that Homer will not recognize or intervene to protect the children from situations where Marg’s actions are making the children sick or hurting them.  

Possible Danger Statements

Because boy tried to help his mom when dad hurt his mom with a glass in her face the guardian is worried that boy will get hurt when this happens again

Tycho is worried that father is not able to control his outbursts and will hurt mother again. Tycho is worried that mother will have to go to the hospital again.

Tycho is worried that the boy will see the violence.

Tycho and the school are worried about the fighting of the boy.

Tycho is worried that father keeps on abusing mother.  Tycho thinks that because of that boy keeps showing bad behavior at school and keeps on hurting the other children.

Tycho is worried that boy and girl witness fights between mom and dad like the time that dad hurt mom with the broken glass and she needed to go to the hospital for stitches.

Tycho is worried that boy is not listening and keeps fighting and is hurting other kids.

Tycho is worried that the parents will get into a fight another time just like they did when mom got a cut in her cheek because dad attacked her with a broken glass. Tycho is worried that the boy sees the fighting and because of that starts fighting again at school like he already did 5 times and hurting other kids.

The social worker of the parents and Altra Jeugdzorg are worried that father will start drinking again and will beat the mother again and they are also concerned that the children will witness these fights.

The school is worried that the boy will beat other children again.

Tycho (and BJZ/AMK/Board/Grandma/Uncle) is worried that Moulid (7) and Zeinab (5) will see Daddy lose control of his emotions, fight and hit mummy just like he did last February when he stabbed mummy with the broken glass and Moulid and Zeinab will be very scared, won’t sleep, won’t be able to do their school work properly and Moulid will lose control of his own emotions and fight and hit other children at school.
???? Tycho (and BJZ/AMK/Board/Grandma/Uncle) is particulary worried about the children losing control of their own live because as far as Tycho knows really bad fights can sometimes happen almost every day between mummy and daddy and we don’t want this children to keep living in the middle of this sort of scary fighting ???

	Strengths/What’s Working Well?

List all aspects that indicate safety (exceptions, strengths and resources, goals, willingness etc.)

• mentor is supporting the boy and making things better

mentor stated the problems and made others aware (reported to youth care and social workers – problems at school)

father would say mentor is helping boy obey teacher at school and tells him not to fight

boy would say that mentor helps him play with other kids

father and mother are willing to talk about their problems (to anybody who wants to listen)

at first parents talked (to each other) and took responsibility / talked and made plans about what needed to be done – bigger house, wanted more space for everybody / less fighting

father says that he has changed some of his habits (drinking, smoking, taking sleeping pills) talking to his boy and wants to be honest

Tycho proud: authority  - leverage for change (father is the one who has to decide / let to father having son psychological evaluated)

Father has talk to Tycho about the problems between he and wife 

Tycho was able to talk to mother for about 15 minutes about the violence and fighting (then father came in and took over conversation)




COMPLICATING FACTORS

parents and father seems to be passing responsibility to professionals to cure their child

parents talking to professionals about the problems seems to contribute more to them passing responsibility than to take action on the problems

moving to a new home does not seem to have helped the situation

Safety and Context Scale

Safety Scale: Given the danger and safety information, rate the situation on a scale of 0 – 10, where 0 means recurrence of similar or worse 

abuse/neglect is certain and 10 means that there is sufficient safety for the child to close the case.



On 0 to 10 scale T believes his Conversations with father are making the child safer – 7 

T says 7 because Father said to T he gets emotional and angry and only he can do something about the problems / fights

Also T and father made a plan that F will go to a friend to drink and not come home – (T is not sure if this is happening though mother has said he has done it)

When father is sober he doesn’t hit his wife

On 0 to 10 scale T believes mother would rate his Conversations with father are making the child safer at 6/10 (though T has not asked mother for her judgment and was not able to give details about why mother might say 6)

Context Scale: Rate this case on a scale of 0 – 10, where 10 means this is not a situation where any action would be taken and 0 means this

 is the worse case of child abuse/neglect that the agency has seen. 











What Needs to Happen?

Agency Goals What will the agency need to see occur to be willing to close the case?
Family Goals What does the family want generally and regarding safety?

Next Steps  What would indicate to the agency that some small progress had been made?









Adapted from Turnell A. & Edwards S. (1999). Signs of Safety: A solution and safety oriented approach to child protection case work. WW Norton, New York


